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From I-5 take EXIT #175 eastbound onto NE 145th St., drive 1.4 mi. to 
Bothell Way. Turn left (north) on Bothell Way, driving around the north 
end of the lake 3.0 mi. to 68th NE. Turn left (north) on 68th and drive 1/2 
mi. to NE 190th St. Turn left (west) on NE 190th, drive one short block 
to NE 191st St. Turn left, drive one long block to a cul-de-sac on the left 

marked Dead End, also NE 191st St. Turn left into the cul-de-sac. The 
Evans home is the first on the left. Park in drive or on street. 
From I-405 take EXIT #23 westbound toward Bothell, drive 5 miles, staying 
on Hwy 522, to the main light in Kenmore at 68th NE. Turn right (north), 
and continue as above where underlined. 

Drive directions to the Evans home •  6521 NE 191st St. in Kenmore • 425-485-5465

Ice Cream SocialOld fashioned s
ummertime

PLEASE NOTE: Our August event has been moved from Haller Lake Community Club 
  to the Evans residence in Kenmore—See page 3

PETE EVELAND
at the Evans’ 3/18 Wurlitzer

With

Hailing from the midwest, Pete has enjoyed numerous musical 
experiences including organist/pianist/calliope player on the 
Mississippi Delta Queen, organist for the Cincinnatti Bengals 
and the Cincinnati Stingers hockey team, staff organist for the 
Wurlitzer Organ Co., and more. We once again welcome Pete 
to the Evans Wurlitzer and look forward to an entertaining 
afternoon of music and fun.

ADMISSION
PSTOS members $10  •  Non-members $15  •  16 and under free with adult

6521 NE 191st Street  •  Kenmore WA 

IMPORTANT—Seating is limited to the first 50 who reserve. Please reserve at 
joann@pstos.org or directly with Russ or Jo Ann at 425-485-5465. Leave 
message with name, phone and number in your party. Many thanks!

Plus

RAY HARRIS
with jazz-and-more accordion 

music while you enjoy ice cream 
and camaraderie on the patio

Sunday, 
August 9, 2pm
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JOINING PUGET SOUND THEATRE 
ORGAN SOCIETY IS QUICK AND EASY!  

 For a one year household membership, send a $25 
check payable to PSTOS together with your name(s) as 
you would like them to appear on your name badges, 
your address with complete 9-digit ZIP code,  your email 
address, and your phone number to: 

PSTOS, #516
10002 Aurora Ave N, Suite 36,
Seattle WA 98133-9329

OR...you may securely join PSTOS or 
renew your membership ONLINE!
Go to: www.pstos.org

Click on “Join PSTOS .”
Secure!
No checks!
No stamps! 
A few clicks and it’s done!

OFFICERS
President–Jeff Snyder, jeff@pstos.org
Past Pres.– Bob Zat, bob@pstos.org
Vice President–Russ Evans, russ@pstos.org
Secretary–Susan Buchholz, susan@pstos.org
Treasurer–Jon Beveridge, jon@pstos.org

DIRECTORS
Gil Drynan, gil@pstos.org •  Bob Buchholz, bobb@pstos.org 
Jake Cihla, jake@pstos.org • Terry Perdue, terry@pstos.org

COMMITTEES

Organ Restoration & Maintenance–Bob Zat

Program Coordinating Team–
Bob Buchholz, Jo Ann Evans, Barb Graham, Ray Harris, 
Susan Buchholz, Jamie Snell, Jeff Snyder, Bob Zat

Scholarships–Carl Dodrill, carl@pstos.org 
Paramount Volunteer Coordination–Phil Hargiss, phil@pstos.org
Membership Coordinators–Jeff & Rachel Snyder
Haller Lake keys–Bob Zat
Hospitality HLCC–Ellen Sullivan, 206-365-7554
Facebook–Lisa Kuhn, Jeff Snyder

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
Pipeline Editors–Russ & Jo Ann Evans, joann@pstos.org    
Pipeline Online Website–Tom Blackwell,  tom@pstos.org 

LIAISONS                                                                
 AMICA & POF–Carl Dodrill    
Haller Lake Community Club–Bob Zat 

Paramount Theatre–Phil Hargiss                                       

Washington Center–Andy Crow 
Calvary Christian Assembly–Jeff Snyder    
AGO–David Locke
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JOHN ATWELL, from Melbourne, 
Australia, and the 
3rd of the 2015 
“Pipe Organ Pops!” 
series 

Sun., Sept. 27, 2 pm

Calvary Christian 
Assembly

▲

HOLIDAYS at HALLER —Our own 
JAMIE SNELL will headline the day with 
“Old Fashioned Christmas Fun, Music 
and Grand Singalong!”

Our PSTOS holiday 
celebration returns to 
HLCC with music, food, 
fun, and camaraderie.

Sun., December 6, 2 pm

Haller Lake Community 
Club

▲

Tribute to ANDY CROW
Remembering Andy’s 
lifetime of dedication 
to the theatre organ.

This event was originally 
planned in 2013 but 
but was canceled due 
to Andy’s health. We 
are happy to be able to 
reschedule it!

Sat., Oct 24
Bill Keller home, Olympia

Summer is officially 
here even though it 
seems weatherwise 
to have been here for 
quite awhile already.  
Some of you reading 
this are either at the 
ATOS convention or 
have just returned. 
If you’ve never had the opportunity to 
attend a national convention, I would 
highly recommend it. I wish I could go 
more often myself but I’m looking for-
ward to hearing stories, seeing pictures, 
and hearing the official recording from 
this year’s convention. 

Last month was a great month to hear 
theatre pipe organs in Seattle. I had fun 
attending two of the silent movies at the 
Paramount and Jonas Nordwall’s con-
cert at Calvary was one that I will not 
soon forget. The musicianship and the 
stories of the different Georges, espe-
cially George Wright, that Jonas shared 
with the us were appreciated by all. It 
made me look forward even more to the 
biography of George Wright that PSTOS 
member Bill Coale is currently working 
on. I hope Jonas is writing down stories 
about himself, too. Sometimes we forget 
how fortunate we are to have someone 
like Jonas living so close to us.  

As you will notice elsewhere in the 
Pipeline, the PSTOS board is encour-
aging you to consider sponsoring an 
upcoming concert. Having world-class 
organists come to the area to play world-
class instruments takes money and ticket 
sales do not always cover our costs. Con-
cert sponsorship helps allow PSTOS to 
stay in the black while also continue the 
maintenance of both the Haller Lake and 
Calvary organs.

While July is a quieter month for us 
this year, August will be busier with a si-
lent movie at the Fox in Centralia and the 
ice cream social at Russ and Jo Ann Ev-
ans’ home.  The last concert in our first 
Pipe Organ Pops! series is then coming 
on September 27 with John Atwell. Mark 
your calendar and don’t forget to invite a 
friend, they will be glad that you did.

             …Jeff Snyder, President

Old fashioned Ice Cream Social with 
PETE EVELAND at 
the Evans Wurlitzer
Plus RAY HARRIS and 
his accordion.

Sunday, August 9, 2 pm

Home of Russ & Jo Ann 
Evans in Kenmore 

Exciting programs ahead in 2016!
March 6—SIMON GLEDHILL, CCA
May 15—KEN DOUBLE, CCA
July 17—PAUL QUARINO, 
                     Merlyn Johnson home, Tacoma
September 11—DAVID GRAY, CCA
Ocober 16—DAVE WICKERHAM, CCA
December 4—Holiday party, HLCC
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Please consider becoming a 
PSTOS EVENT SPONSOR 

Your $500 sponsorship for one concert 
in a series will  greatly help PSTOS continue 
presenting world-class programs. 

The actual outlay required to present 
a top tier organist in concert, including 
artist fee and transportation, organ tuning 
and preparation, refreshments, program 
printing and incidental expenses, ranges 
from $1600 to $2200 for each program. 
When ticket sales fail to cover expenses, a 
shortfall must be covered. A sponsorship 
can make all the difference!

Thanks to PSTOS members’ willingness 
to support the huge upgrade to the CCA 
Kimball-Wurlitzer, it is now one of the finest 
theatre organs in the Pacific Northwest. 
Many highly regarded theatre organists 
are eager to play it. As listed below, an 
outstanding series of organists is already 
set for 2016. Your help as a sponsor will be 
greatly appreciated.

Sponsorships are tax deductible. If 
you prefer to be an anonymous sponsor, 
just let Jon know.

Contact Treasurer Jon Beveridge at 
jon@pstos.org

2015 series sponsors:
John Atwell, Sept. 27 

Sponsored by Russ & Jo Ann Evans

2016 series programs needing sponsors:
March 6— Simon Gledhill

Sponsored anonymously

May 15—Ken Double

September 11—David Gray
Sponsored by Gil Drynan

October 16—Dave Wickerham

Change of venue and theme for our August event…

PSTOS, #516
10002 Aurora Ave N, Suite 36
Seattle, WA 98133-9329

The good news is we will hear PETE 
EVELAND at the Evans Wurlitzer, and 
RAY HARRIS will entertain with his 
accordion..... as previously announced.

So what happened? Members will 
recall PSTOS was gifted a three manual 
Wurlitzer console and its relay from the 
Ray Whelpley estate. The Marr & Colton 
console was removed and was purchased 
by Fred and Eva Beeks. (It has been 
installed in the Fox Theatre in Centralia, 
see advertisement below.) 

When the CCA organ upgrade was 
complete and members of our organ 
maintenance team moved to HLCC to 
install the Wurlitzer console, there was no 
doubt in anyone’s mind that it would be 
ready for an August program. 

However, as the effort commenced, 
a variety of challenges slowed progress. 
Melding two systems into one means wir-
ing, wiring, wiring. In some cases brand 
new wiring was a better solution. 

Russ Evans has spent hours and hours 
working on the tedious wiring. Bob Zat 
and Russ work together nearly every Sun-
day on “upstairs-downstairs” projects—
melding the two sets of wiring. 

There have been much appreciated of-
fers of help but the relay/blower room is 

FLASH! The catered Italian dinner event planned for Sunday, August 9th 
at Haller Lake Community Club has been moved to the Evans residence in 
Kenmore. We hope you’ll attend and enjoy a fun summer ice cream social.

so small there’s space for just one person 
to work. See top photo.

We optimistically anticipate inaugurat-
ing our “new” Wurlitzer console at the 
Christmas party on December 6 featur-
ing our own JAMIE SNELL.

BELOW: The second touch relay for accompa-
niment and great manuals, meticulously built 
by Ray using Reisner electric note relays. 

Russ Evans in the cramped relay/blower space.

PSTOS has a new 
official mailing address

To contact PSTOS 
by mail, please 
note this change 
of address:
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Treasures from the ArchivesPAGES FROM THE PAST…

The sounds of the grand old pipe organ 
will accompany the silent movies again. But 
this time it will have new paint, parts and 
owners.

The organ is one of five built by the 
Wurlitzer firm in 1926, specifically for 
movie houses. The console is being rebuilt 
by Balcom & Vaughn of Seattle.

It was designed by Jesse Crawford, a 
Seattle organist who later played it at the 
Paramount Theater in New York City from 
1927 to 1933.

The player can make it sound like an 
entire orchestra.

Bill Bunch, Balcom & Vaughn owner, 
said the Paramount was torn down about 
three years ago. A Los Angeles group 
bought the organ but could not keep it.

The organ then was bought by a Wich-
ita, Kansas group which planned to use it 
for silent movies and concerts there. But an 
arsonist set fire to the console.

The pipes and pedals were saved. The 
Balcom & Vaughn firm of 12 employees 
has spent 2-1/2 years, or more than 4,000 
man hours, on the console.

About 95 percent of the console was 

made here, Bunch said. The manual keys 
were made in England, but the Seattle firm 
put in the components. A total of $40,000 
worth of work has gone into the one-ton 
console.

Also replaced were 366 stops, which 
make sounds of sleigh bells, automobile 
horns and other devices. There are 2,700 
wires for the connection keys, and 36 pages 
explaining the wiring.

The organ’s 3,000 pipes are in Wichita.
Ormolu (hand-carved designs, paint-

ed and mounted on the console) will be 
done in Wichita. Bunch said. This job, by a 

first-class cabinet 
maker, will cost 
an additional 
$10,000.

Bunch esti-
mated that the 
organ and con-
sole could not 
be made for less 
than $500,000 
today.

The four other 
organs are in Los 
Angeles, Phila-
delphia, Detroit 
and St. Louis. 
They each weigh 
about 30 to 40 
tons.

Bunch got the 
basic measure-
ments for the 
organ from one 
of the four other 
organs. 

“We have tried 
to make every-
thing authentic,” 
Bunch said. 
“Actually, the 
only changes are 
making it more 
serviceable.”

The console 
will be shipped 
to Wichita by 
furniture van.

Seattle firm has worked two and a half 
years rebuilding theater organ’s console

From The Seattle Times, Thursday, November 11, 1971     

By VAL VARNEY
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ContinuedPAGES FROM THE PAST…

The finished console in all its glory

EDITOR’S NOTES

The finished console was shipped to 
Wichita to be installed in the Century II 
Performing Arts and Convention Cen-
ter. The rebuilt former New York Para-
mount 4/36 Wurlitzer was dedicated by 
organist Rex Koury before an audience 
of 3,000 in December 1972.

During the project, Bill Bunch 
phoned Russ Evans frequently to film 
the next phase of construction, which 
was sandwiched in between other jobs. 
Bob Zat converted the original 16mm 
film to digital media. The interesting 
story, which runs about half an hour, 

has been shown at PSTOS meetings 
several times throughout the years. If any 
members would like it to be shown again 
as part of a future event, please send a 
message to info@pstos.org
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Jonas Nordwall’s international reputa-
tion as a top-tier organist is well deserved; 
whenever he performs, he is always eagerly 
anticipated and invariably delivers a mem-
orable program. Such was the case at this 
year’s second subscription concert, Sunday 
afternoon, June 14 at Calvary Christian 
Assembly. The newly expanded 3/25 
Kimball-Wurlitzer sounded better than 
ever as Nordwall presented a program with 
the theme “Music, by George!” – music 
composed by or otherwise connected with 
musicians named George, notably George 
Wright, the legendary theatre organist. 
Nordwall enjoyed a personal friendship 
with Wright over many years, and is in a 
unique position to present his music.

Nordwall opened with the classic tango 
“Jalousie” – no improvisation here, but 

an uncannily faithful rendition of Wright’s 
arrangement from his 1956 album “George 
Wright Plays the Mighty Wurlitzer Pipe Or-
gan.” That set a high standard for the rest 
of the concert, and Nordwall held to it.  

The program featured many popular 
songs, such as George Shearing’s “Lullaby 
of Birdland,” “The Woody Woodpecker 
Theme” by George Tibbles, and “Little 
Girl Blue” by Richard Rodgers, as 
performed on the album “George Wright at 
the Fox, Vol I”. But it also included quite 
a few classical numbers: some well known, 
like Georges Bizet’s “Dance Boheme” 
from “Carmen” (concluding at astonishing 
speed), and a movement from George F. 
Handel’s “Organ Concerto No. 4”; and 
some less familiar, for example, George 
Dinicu’s “Hora Staccato,” and Pasqual 
Marquina’s “España Cañi,” from the album 
“The Genius of George Wright.” Nearly 
every number had a tie-in with someone 
named George, and Nordwall had more 
of these ready: For an encore he played 
George M. Cohan’s “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,” and he mentioned to this reviewer 
that he had prepared a George Gershwin 
medley for the end, but sadly had to omit it 
due to lack of time.

One of the delights of concerts at CCA 
is the use of projection screens that give 
the audience a close-up look at the console 
as the performer plays. At this concert the 
camera placement was exactly right, and the 
audience was in awe watching Nordwall’s 
hands – not only his speed and precision on 
the manuals (sometimes all three at once), 
but changing pistons and stops throughout 
every piece, continually varying the orches-
tration, and demonstrating the organ’s full 
range of colors.

Aside from his playing, Nordwall’s expla-
nations of the music – its origins, perform-

Jonas Nordwall Pulls Out All the Stops, by George!

I’ve played the Calvary Christian 
Assembly organ many times both privately 
and publicly since its installation in the 
1970s. It was a good installation at the 
time and served the church very well 
for many years. Now, with all the recent 
upgrades, it’s capable of serving the entire 
musical community. It really is a great 
instrument and everyone involved in the 
process receives kudos from me…well 
done! I look forward to playing it again.

  …Jonas Nordwall

ers, influences, etc. – were highly educating 
and reveal how deeply he is connected to 
the culture of pipe organs, both classical 
and theatre. As one attendee wrote, “It 
was not only entertaining (loved the trio of 
cartoon themes) but I learned so much as 
well.” Hear, hear!

The third and final concert of the sub-
scription series will be on Sunday, Sep-
tember 27, when the extraordinary John 
Atwell, visiting from Melbourne, Austra-
lia, will perform at the CCA organ. It’s a 
program you won’t want to miss...see you 
then! 

Special desserts for the refreshment table at 
Jonas’ program were generously provided by

  “Nothing Bundt Cakes”
This specialty bakery in Mill Creek makes 

unique, beautifully decorated and delicious 
individual bundt cakes for any occasion.

15421 Main Street #H102  •  Mill Creek WA  •  425-379-0300
www.nothingbundtcakes.com/bakery/wa/mill-creek

Review by Jamie Snell
Photos by Jeff Snyder

A big PSTOS  “Thank you” to
From the

MAILBOX
Jonas Nordwall sends his thoughts about the 
CCA organ after playing it June 14th… 


