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JONAS NORDWALL and 'An Evening With the Mighty 
Paramount Wurlitzer'-A memorable evening, indeed! 

Seattle's Paramount Theatre was The 
Place To Be on Monday evening, April 

4th, when members of PSTOS and AGO 
(American Guild of Organists) gathered 
to enjoy a rare and outstanding event, a 
benefit to raise funds for maintenance 
~nd upgrading of both the Paramount 

vurlitzer and the Knabe Ampico player 
grand piano. 

Music from the player grand wafted 
down from the mezzanine as people 
entered. The piano is being restored and 

maintained by AMICA members (Auto
matic Musical Instrument Collectors 
Association) and the ambiance must 
surely have been reminiscent of attending 
the theatre in 1928. 

Jonas presented an interesting historic 
perspective of the theatre organ, from its 
first use in 1910 to the present. He 
played music encompassing every time 
frame, and many styles, from "Bach to 
Rock," much to the delight ofthe crowd, 
who rewarded him with a well-deserved 

standing ovation. 
Members of the Pipe Organ Foundation 

and AMICA sponsored a tasty and 
delightful reception in honor ofJonas. 
It was gratifYing to welcome folks from 

as far away as Canada, Oregon, and 
Eastern Washington, all eager to hear 
both Jonas and the Paramount Wurlitzer. 

Sincere thanks to Jonas for his generos
ity in donating his talents for this 
charitable event. Over $8000 was added 
to the fund as a result! 
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Joining Puget Sound Theatre Organ Society is 
quick and easy! For a one year membership, send 

a $15 check payable to PSTOS together with your 

name(s) as you would like them to appear on your 

name badges, your address with complete 9-digit 

ZIP code, and your emai l address (optional) to: 

Norman Miller, Treasurer, 2644 NW Esplanade, 

Seattle, WA 981 17-2527. 
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PRESIDEII'S PSI.S 
Message Coming Events 

Your board really 
does listen to you. 
Looking back over 
the last year, most of 
our programs have 
been suggested by 
you, the members. 
And what a great 
lineup it has been. If 
you have program 
ideas or other 
concerns, email us at board@pstos.org. 
We all get a copy of your email this 
way, so it is very unlikely to fall be
tween the cracks. 

At the last board meeting we decided 
to change our operation more towards 
involvement of the membership. We 
would like to see our club operated by 
committees and we are actively seeking 
volunteers to serve on those commit
tees. If you are interested, let us know 
by email at board@pstos.org. We will 
be in touch right away to get you 
signed up. 

Jonas Nordwall spent several hours 
with the Paramount Wurlitzer mainte
nance crew making adjustments prior 
to his April 4th program. Tfyou were 
there, you heard the difference. How 
fortunate we are to have this instru
ment available to us in such a magnifi
cent auditorium. Anytime you are at 
the Paramount for an event, be sure to 
thank the staff for their interest in the 
organ and for saving this historic 
instrument for the enjoyment of all. 

Our joint meeting with the American 
Guild of Organists was a well attended 
event. It was fun sharing with the 
church and concert organ segment of 
our musical interest. Jonas played a 
superb program including a major work 
by J.S. Bach and a Hammond styled 
arrangement of "Amazing Grace." The 
music was interwoven with a history of 
the theatre organ from its creation to 
the present. The standing ovation from 
both groups was well deserved. 

Don't miss the gathering at the 
Evans home. There will be some fine 
music and fellowship. 

A Get-Together at Evans 
Home in Kenmore 

A Saturday afternoon of music on the 
Wurlitzer, food and camaraderie with 
our own PSTOS talent. Read all about it 
on page 6! 
Saturday, May 21,2:00 PM 

Home Party at Tacoma's 
Merlyn Johnson home 

Don Wallin has recently completed a 
superb theatre pipe organ installation in 
this lovely Tacoma home. He will be the 
featured artist in this inaugural showing 
to PSTOS members. This will be a very 
enjoyable event! 
Saturday, July 16 

Ken Double In concert for 
PSTOS, CROC &.. MBTOS! 

Bellingham's Mt. Baker Theatre boasts 
one of only four remaining original 
theatre pipe organs in the entire state! 
And it's a beauty! An original Wurlitzer, ~ 
lovingly maintained all these years and 
pristine condition. This will be a big 
event! Put it on your calendar now! 
Sunday,August 28th 

Daniel Goltz (our scholarship 

recipient) in concert at Seattle's 
St. Mark's Cathedral 

What a feather in a young person's cap! 
This will be a classical concert of the 
highest quality, and worth your effort to 

attend. Let's all show our support to 

Daniel by attending this event! 
Sunday, September 18 

A warm and hearty 
PSTOS welcome to 

these new members! 
Bryan Boughten • Spokane 

Ryan Dye • Redmond 
Judith Frost • Tacoma 

Lucretia LaRusso • Bellingham 
Gary Marks • Redmond 

Eileen Parker • Bellingham 
Brian & Jessica Tate • Redmond 

------- - ---- ---- -----



A summary of the March 
Board Meeting ... 

/'<')ur PSTOS Board meets each month to 
.mdle the organization's affairs. Following is 

a summary of committee reports and 
business conducted at the March meeting. 
Send comments to board@pstos.org 

• Income slightly exceeded expenditures 
for the Bremerton Organ Crawl. 

• An invitation has been extended to 
scholarship recipients Owen Cannon 
and Daniel Goltz to attend the 
Colorado State University Theatre 
Organ Seminar to study with Jonas 
Nordwall. 

• A band, pipe organ and wine tasting 
event is being considered for Haller 
Lake in October. 

• Andy and Clint were asked to work on 
improved communications with 
Washington Center for the Perform
ing Arts in Olympia. 

• Under the leadership of Vice President 
Tom Blackwell, our operational 
structure will be improved. We will 
move toward member committees 
~taking care of club functions. The 

Board will hear committee reports 
and recommend and approve actions. 

• There are several theatre organs 
available for practice. A listing will be 
compiled and published. 

• Two potential scholarship candidates 
have dropped out. Letters have been 
sent to ten prospective candidates. 

• We will be involved with the issues at 
Wurlitzer Manor at any level re
quested by the owners. 

For Sale Conn 65 I fine condition. 3 large 
Leslie satellite speakers. tubular chimes. 
Johannus room expander with delay 
speakers in 4 room corners. variable 
controls. glorious sound. must hear 
$5500. Call Hal Logan 604-542-2078 

David DiFiore to 
concertize in Mexico 

Seattle's own virtuoso organist David 
DiFiore has been invited to play in the 
International Organ Festival 2005 on 
May 26tl1 in the Metropolitan Cathedral 
of Guadalajara, Mexico. David will play 
works of Bach, Handel, Massenet, 
Franck, Aaron Copland, Pietro Yon, 
Enrico Bossi, and one of his own Impro
visations and Variations on a Slovak 
Hymn. This will a be thrilling perfor
mance by a gifted musician! 

This is David's fourth invitation to play 
in Mexico, having played in Puerto 
Vallarta in the cathedral in 2000 for the 
Cultural Festival V, once in 2001 and 
again in 2002 for the Festival in Morelia 
where he was a featured performer to 
standing ovations. His recording of 
French music with our local Auburn 
[WA] Symphony Orchestra has been 
broadcast throughout Europe where it 
was received wim great enthusiasm by 
both tl1e public and critics. 

David performed an outstanding 
concert for PSTOS several years ago. 

Hear the Wurlitzer at West Seattle's Kenyon Hall (formerly Hokum Hall) 
every week. For program information and reservations phone (206) 937-3613. On 
the web at www.kenyonhall.org 

Bellingham Youth Jazz Band plus Wurlitzer Organ, Sunday afternoon, 
May 15th. This will be a great chance to hear both a wonderful group of young 
musicians, and the Mt. Baker Wurlitzer as well! Admission by donation to fund upkeep of 
the instrument. Info at 360-392-3686 (Eileen Parker) 

~ 

MICA (Automatic Musical Instrument Collectors' Ass'n) Band 
Organ Rally. The many collectors' instruments will be spread all around town for 
everyone to enjoy. Info: www.leavenworth.org or email atrobjoan@comcast.net 
Sat.ISun.,August 20121, Leavenworth, WA. 

PSTOS receives 
prestigious award 
from Phi Beta Kappa \ 

The Puget Sound Association of Phi 
Beta Kappa has awarded the Puget Sound 
Theatre Organ Society their Pathfinder 
Award for excellence in education. The 
Pathfinder Award is a prestigious honor 
that recognizes organizations and 
individuals who reach beyond ordinary 
expectations and routines to provide and 
inspire intellectual opportunities for 
others. 

In explaining the award, PSTOS 
member and PSA-PBK President Kate 
Ostrom wrote, "The nomination of 
PSTOS was based on me organization's 
work with pipe organs in the Pacific 
Northwest-maintaining those that 
otherwise would fall into disrepair and 
possible abandonment; rebuilding others; 
preserving a historical record of pipe 
organs in this area; affording the oppor
tunity for everyone to enjoy traditional 
and not-so-traditional organ music; and 
most important of all, encouraging 
young people to learn to play the em
peror of musical instruments by offering 
scholarships and lessons. Many loving 
hours of labor have been donated and 
many dollars raised for scholarships." 

PSA-PBK was founded in 1953 and 
presently has about 400 members. The 
core values are intellectual honesty, broad 
interests, tolerance, understanding and 
the growth of the spirit as well as the 
mind. Phi Beta Kappa was founded in 
1776. The Greek letters can be roughly 
translated as "Love of Learning." 

Former enthusiastic PSTOS 
member, Genny Whitting, 
needs your cards and prayers 

Many long-time members fondly 
remember Genny \iVhitting as an active 
PSTOS member, and the person who 
created the many puppets used at both 
Pizza & Pipes restaurants. At one point 
her young grandson helped her change 
the puppets as she created new ones. He 
is now 34! 

Sadly, Genny has had numerous strokes 
and is bed-ridden. Cards may be sent to 
her c/o Jeff & Vicki Whitting, 1111 
Griffith Pt. Rd., Nordland, WA. 98358. 
Phone is 360-379-0544. 
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Australia's Most Historic Wurlitzer Organ
A Home Installation For 73 Years! 

This article is reprinted 
from the March/April 2005 

issue ofTOSA News 
[Theatre Organ Society 

of Australia] 

The Wurlitzer family history is 
interesting. It goes back to the Middle 
Ages when a nobleman who owned 
most of the land around the village of 
Wurlitz in Saxony sent one of his men 
to be overseer of his other large estates 
some distance away. This overseer 
became known as the man from 
Wurlitz, or the Wurlitzer. Eventually he 
adopted this as his surname. Adding 
"er" to one's place of origin to form a 
surname was not unusual in Germany. 

The first Wurlitzer descendant who 
made a musical instrument was 
Nicolaus, born in 1659, who became a 
lute maker. From that time on, each 
generation of the family either made or 
dealt in musical instruments in Saxony 
and later, in America. The American 
connection began when Rudolph 
Wurlitzer migrated in 1852 and went 
to Cincinnati. He sent the first money 
he saved from his earnings as a bank 
clerk to his father in Germany and 
ordered some musical instruments. 
Violins, clarinets, and flutes arrived in 
1856. 

He built up a prosperous business 
dealing in these instruments and sent 
for his younger brother Anton to join 
him. Rudolph gave up being a bank 
clerk. Instrument making followed and 
during the American Civil War the firm 
made and supplied drums, bugles and 
trumpets to the government for use by 
the Union forces. 

Passing over the period when 
Wurlitzer imported coin operated 
instruments and pianos from Leipzig, 
the most important development for 
the firm was its acquiring the patents 
and equipment of the Elmira plant 
established by Robert Hope-Jones, 
who had migrated from England in 
1903. While it is not intended here to 
discuss the contribution to organ 
building of this contentious figure, the 
fact is that his promotion of such ideas 
as extended and unified ranks on high 
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wind pressure; rapid electro-pneumatic 
action, second touch, pizzicato touch, 
his diaphone stop, convenient 'horse
shoe' console layout for stop tabs, was 
to lead to the production of the 
vVurlitzer organ, originally known as 
the Wurlitzer Hope
Jones Unit Orchestra. 
Undeniably, Hope-
J ones was a clever 
inventor, but he was no 
business man and it was 
this lack of business 
acumen that forced 
him to sellout to 
\Vuditzer who put him 
on their payroll. By 
1914, however, the 
brothers had lost 
patience with Hope
Jones who would delay 
production while he 
thought up improve
ments for the instru
ments. Disheartened by 
his sacking, he committed suicide. In 
the meantime, after the first theatre 
installation, the caU for these instru
ments increased with the burgeoning 
silent film business. 

In Australia, most theatre organs 
arrived in the 1920s and were installed 
in prestige metropolitan picture the
atres. However, the earliest and there
fore the most historic, which is the 
main subject of this article, is the 
demonstration Wurlitzer, Opus 129, 
imported early in June 1917 by W. A. 
Crowle of Sydney, who had been 
appointed sole Australian representative 
for Wurlitzer. It was their first organ 
shipped anywhere from North America 
and it remains one of their two or three 
oldest intact organs. The organ was 
controlled form a standard two-manual 
panel-style console, but was also fitted 
with a separate console, resembling an 
upright piano with no keyboard, 
housing twin roll-playing mechanisms 

and a double set of stop-keys. 
Crowle had the 2-manual 7 -rank 

Wurlitzer installed in his Sydney home 
where it was frequently demonstrated 
to prospective picture theatre owners. 
As built, it did not have a tibia rank, 

tillS not being specified for the smaller 
early Wurlitzers. Subsequently, a 
beautiful, 1922 tibia was added to this 
organ. 

The organ is still equipped with its 
original player attachment which was 
restored in 1984. (See photo of player 
unit controls on next page.) \Vlllle 
always acclaimed for its tonal refine
ment, there is surprising 'bite' when 
the oboe horn is added in chorus. 

For ten years the organ served its 
demonstration purpose. In late 1927, 
Oswald Charles Hearne, a well known 
ci tizen of Geelong [a port city of 
130,000 located 75 miles SW of 
Melbourne] visited Sydney to play tillS 
organ. He had decided to retire as a 
church organist, having played in 
various churches since 1903 when, as ' ~ 
medical student at Melbourne Uillver
sity, he was the first organist at the 
recently completed College Church, 
Parkville. Mr. Hearn's long held dream 



·s to install a pipe organ in his 
Geelong home. So impressed was he by 
the Crowle organ that he offered to 
purchase it. On being told that one of 
similar specification could be ordered, 
Mr. Hearne rightly said that similar 
tone could not be guaranteed and he 
was able to persuade Crowle to sell his 
demonstrator. 

Subsequently Crowle ordered a 10-
rank Wurlitzer replacement. 

On returning to Geelong, Oswald 
Hearne had an architect-designed 
chamber built at first floor level for 
the organ to play into the spacious 
two story hall. In May 1928, 
Eustace Dodd and Lancelot Smith 
arrived from Sydney to install tl1e 
organ which had come by sea from 
Sydney in nine large crates. They 
completed their task in four weeks, 
and when finally Mr. Hearne was 
able to play the organ, he felt that it 
sounded even better than it did in 
~"owles' Sydney home. 

The Geelong installation work was 

completed in April, 1928. The organ 
has been broadcast over the ABC on 
several occasions, the first of these 
being in 1930. TIllS was the first 
residence organ to be broadcast in 
Australia. In 1940, as a wartime fund
raiser, a concert was held, with admis
sion at two guineas, all proceeds going 
to the Red Cross. 

Following the death in 2001 of 
Patricia Glover, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hearne, the organ was removed 

prior to the sale of the property. Rather 
than placing the organ on the open 
market where a purchaser might alter it 
at the cost of its Trust classification, the 
trustees of the O.C. Hearne estate 
agreed that it could be donated to The 
Geelong College to be placed in the 
proposed 250 seat auditorium at the 
new Music Performing Arts Centre to 
be completed in 2005. The school has 
expressed great pleasure at acquiring 
the organ, and the architect has de
signed a suitable chamber. The team 
which removed the organ from the 
house was led by Julien Arnold of the 
Theatre Organ Society, who has agreed 
to take charge of the reinstallation. No 
one in Australia knows more about the 
workings of the Wurlitzer organ than 

- -::::::::1 Julien. The Geelong organ is currently 
stored at his engineering works in 
Melbourne. John McLennan, also of 
TOSA, has done a complete re
leathering. It is intended that the organ 
will be presented to the school in first 
class condition. 

. ABOVE: The Hearne home is located on a 
waterfront esplanade in Geelong.Victoria. 

The instrument has the following ranks: Diapason 16. 
84. Flute 16. 8.4. 2.Tibia Clausa 8.4.2. Dulciana 8.4. 
Salicional 8.4.Viol Celeste 8.4. Oboe Horn 8. Vox 
Humana 8. 

The original player attachment used a paper roll to play 
the organ. The control levers are similar to those found on 
a player piano. The unit was restored in 1984. 

Note the unusual back rail found on this early 1917 
version console. Just three preset pistons are available 
for each manual.Although there are just 8 ranks of 
pipes. the stop rail is full. 
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DRIVE DIRECTIONS to the Evans 
home for May 2 I st Home Party. 
From 1-5,Take EXIT 175 eastbound onto 
NE I 45th, drive east 1.4 mi. to Bothell 
Way. Turn left (north), Drive around the 
north end of the lake 3 miles to 68th NE. 
Turn left (north) on 68th and drive half a 
mile to NE I 90th St.Turn left (west) on 
NE I 90th. drive one block to NE 191 st 
St. Turn left on NE 191 st. drive one block 
to a culdesac on your left marked Dead 
End. turn left. The Evans home is the first 
on the left in the culdesac. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

From 1-405, take EXIT 23 westbound 
toward Bothell. Drive 5 miles, staying on 
Hwy 522, to 68th NE.Turn right (north), 
and continue as above where underlined. 
If lost, phone 425-485-5465 . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

fnjoy our very own PSTOS talentl 
Take your turn at the Wurlitzer durin, Open Console I 

Musicl • ~unl • Refreshments! 
Admission $5 per person to cover refreshments, etc. 

Home of Russ & Jo Ann Evans 
6521 NE 191st St. • Kenmore 

Info at 425-485-5465 or rj.evans@verizon.net 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Parking on street or 
in drive. PLEASE 
take care to leave 

mailboxes and 
driveways open! The 
neighbors thank you! 

-- - ---.---------------------------------------------------------------------------


