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This will be a completely different theatre pipe 
organ program, one you'll not want to miss! . 

Sunday, September 12, 2 pm 
Gig Harbor's spectacular WURLITZER MANOR 

The proceeds from this event will benefit the 
Froula Memorial Organ Fund established to save 
Roosevelt High School's 64-year-old pipe organ. 

A Californian by birth, DAVE WICKERHAM began playing 
the electronic organ when only four years old, followed by 
serious lessons at the ripe old age of seven! He was 10, though, 
before he ever touched a real theatre pipe organ, and that began 

/ 
a career-when just 14, the family moved to Arizona and Dave 
became Associate Organist at the famous Organ Stop Pizza 
Restaurants in Phoenix, Mesa and Tucson. 

He attended the University of Arizona in Tucson on a full 
scholarship, pursuing classical organ studies for six years with 
Dr. Roy Johnson. 

In 1984 Dave moved to the Chicago area to become Staff 
Organist at Pipes and Pizza in Lansing, Illinois. In addition to 
his performance there, he concertized frequently, as well as 
ministering musically at various churches. 

August of 1990 found the Wickerham family-Dave his wife 
and two young children-moving to Wisconsin, where he was 
one of the featured Staff Organists at the Piper Music Palace in 
Greenfield, a position he held for 10 years. 

In the spring of 2000, Dave ushered in the new millennium 
with a new career opportunity as featured organist at Roxy's 
Pipe Organ Pizzeria, part of a $26,000,000 expansion phase at 

Help is much needed! See page 3. 

the FIESTA Casino and Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada. The 
Wickerhams spent a year and a half there before returning back 
home to Wisconsin in August of2001. · 

Dave has resumed his position at the Piper Music Palace and 
is also the principal organist at Williams Bay Lutheran Church in 
Lake Geneva, WI. He enjoys concertizing frequently to many 
audiences including various chapters of the American Theatre 
Organ Society. In April of 1999 he took great pleasure being a 
featured artist in Melbourne, Australia for the convention of the 
Theatre Organ Society of Australia for which he received rave 
reviews. He was invited back for a 5-week concert tour of 
Australia/N.Z. last summer. 

He also enjoys recording and has recently released his second 
CD - recorded on the famous Kimball organ at John Dickinson 
High School, Wilmington, Delaware. 

Currently, Dave and family are restoring and improving a 
residence that came equipped with a 3 manual, 15 rank, theatre 
pipe organ. He is enthusiastically exploring frontiers in the 
digital audio realm at his home studio. In his minimal spare time 
he enjoys family time, jogging, swimming, composing, theatre 
organ, digital sampling, midi and computers. 

ADMISSION • PSTOS, eROe, MBTOS members & friends $15 • Non-members $20 
Premium $40 tickets will additionally benefit the Froula Organ fund, plus these ticket 
holders will be admitted a half~hour early with preferred seating, and enjoy a lovely 

champagne and hors d'oeuvres 'Meet the Artist Reception' following the event. 
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Listing of non-PSTOS events in the Pipeline 
PSTOS, upon request, will list non-confl icting non
PSTOS theatre organ events in the "Other Events" 
column of the two Pipelines immediately preceding 
the event, providing Pipeline editors receive sufficient 
prior written notification Venue, artist, type of event, 
date, and contact information will comprise the in
cluded information. 

Advertising in the Pipeline 
Classified-type ads for member-owned electronic, 
electric, or pipe organs, and/or pipe organ parts, will 
be published at no charge , Please limit copy to in
clude brief description, contact name and phone num
be~ Prices will not be listed, Ads may be edited for 
content and length, Mail ad copy to address above, 
Other advertising is not accepted. 

Joining Puget Sound Theatre Organ Society is 
quick and easy! For a one year membership, send 

a $ I 5 check payable to PSTOS together with your 

name(s) as you would like them to appear on your 
name badges, your address with complete 7-d igit 

ZIP code, and your email address (optional) to: 

Norman Miller,Treasurer, 2644 NW Esplanade, 

Seattle,WA 98117-2527. 

2 PUGET SOUND PIPELIN E· SEPTEMBER 2004 

If you want to 
play the best 
theatre organs in 
the area, just attend 
one of our pro
grams with "open 
console" like the 
OlympiajYelm 
event. A number of 
folks took advan
tage of the chance 
to play two really fine instruments. 
My hat is off to you for providing 
part of the day's entertainment and I 
would encourage more of you to 
enjoy these opportunities. And when 
artists like Andy Crow and Jonas 
Nordwall are playing, watch what 
they are doing and learn. Now, if you 
are not sure you "have what it takes" 
to get on the bench, just play your 
favorite <!Irangement at home and 
record it. Believe me, you will know 
right away if you have work to do. 
Then come and join the fun. 

The Paramount Wurlitzer team has 
put in another series of work parties 
in July and August. These folks work 
behind the scenes and are a major 
part of why the organ sounds so good 
when Dennis James plays the silents. 
Please support your club's efforts at 
the Paramount by attending the silent 
movie series. When you are there, be 
sure to tell someone on the theatre 
staff how much you enjoy the pipe 
organ. 

For the August silents, the PSTOS 
lobby table featured our TV /VCR 
running a tape Bob Zat assembled 
from the AGO jPSTOS promotional 
video, the Wurlitzer factory tour film, 
and an interview with Gaylord Carter. 
Reports are that it was received very 
well by the public. Many thanks to all 
of you who helped out with the table. 

Dave Wickerham has gotten only 
rave reviews around the world. Don't 
miss his September 12 concert at Gig 
Harbor. See you there. 

---~-- ---- --- --

Dave Wickerham Program! 
Tickets are still available for this terrific 
organ pops program at Gig Harbor's 
Wurlitzer Manor.A midwest U.S. 
organist, Dave has just completed a tour 
of Australia and N.Z. to rave reviews. See 
front cover for all the details and ticket 
information. 
Sunday, Sept. 12, 2004 

TWO SPECIAL EVENTS 
COMING IN OCTOBER ... 

Pipe Organ Factory Tour 
Visit two local pipe organ shops and 
observe first hand what goes into 
creating a truly classic pipe organ! A fun 
day,-visit Pasi Organ Builders in Roy at 
lOAM for a 2-hour tour. After a 12:30 
lunch stop, we'll visit Paul Fritts & Co., in 
Tacoma from 2-3:30PM .. See page 3 for 
more details about this very interesting 
excursion. 
Saturday, October 9, begins at 1 OA~ 
Allow minimum I hour drive time. 

Start fueling up for those chilly winter 
nights to come. Make a pot of your 
favorite chili- Mild or Wild! Meat or 
Vegetarian! There'll be corn bread and 
beverages, too. Plus plenty of music on 
the pipe organ. Details next month. 
Haller Lake Community Club, N. Seattle 
Sun., Oct. 24 

Holiday Party/Annual Meeting 
Haller Lake Community Club, No. Seattle 
Sun., Dec. 5 

Jelani Eddington to play at 
Wurlitzer Manor May 15, 2005~ 

One of the brilliant younger stars in th( 
Theatre Organ World, a recent winner ot 
ATOS Young Organist of the Year award, 
Jelani is wowing audiences world-wide. 
Mark your calendar now! 



Latest fund raising report 
to save Seattle's 

oosevelt High School 
pipe organ 

Haller Lake Community Club 
in North Seattle 

With just five weeks to go before the 
October 1st deadline, we're happy to 
report significant progress has been 
made toward raising the required 
$90,000. But there is yet a way to go 
and funds are still needed. Your tax
deductible contribution, no matter how 
large or small, will be greatly appreci
ated by all those working feverishly to 
save this instrument. 

Watch for all the details in your next Pipeline! 

The PSTOS Board has dedicated the 
proceeds from our Dave Wickerham 
program specifically to go to this 
project. Several VIPs involved in the 
ffort will attend and explain details of 
.1e plans, the task at hand, and the 

long-range organ installation goals. 

Your PSTOS Board has voted to 
support this effort. Individual 
donations are also urgently needed, 
however, and before October I st. 
All gifts are tax deductible. Questions 
to Carl Dodrill (206 236-3492). 
Please send your donations made 
out to 

Froula Memorial Organ Fund 
Alliance for Education 
c/o Andrea Wilson 
1506 NE 76th Street 
Seattle. Washington 98115 

Program Committee 
looking ahead to 2005 

Tom Blackwell chairs the 2005 
Program Committee, which met 
recently for a brainstorming session and 
development of a tentative series of 
events for next year. 

We hope for another Open Console 
at the Paramount, and for events at 
Haller Lake Community Club in 
February, October, and December. The 
Jelani Eddington program at Wurlitzer 
Manor in Gig Harbor is a definite, May 
15th. Home events in June and again 
in August are on the drawing board. 
June is yet to be finalized . August 13th 
is tentatively set to visit the Kenmore 
home of Russ & Jo Ann Evans. Two 
major events for July and September 
are in the talking stage. We'll consider 
YOUR ideas too, contact any Board 
member listed on Page 2. 

Sun., Sept. 19, Concert with Irish Dancers, Mt. Baker Theatre, 
Bellingham. Info at 360-392-3686 

~ 

Hear the Wurlitzer at West Seattle's Hokum Hall at every program 
this summer! For information and reservations: 

Phone (206) 937-3613 or email hokumhall@earthlink.net 

Pipe Organ Factory Tour 
Sat., Oct. 9 (see pg 2) 

This is a rare opportunity to learn 
how pipe organs are made. You'll learn 
about making a console, wood pipe 
making, and pouring and rolling 
molten metal for the metal pipes. You'll 
see elaborate computerized wood 
working equipment. You'll learn how 
these gigantic instruments are com
pletely assembled and checked ~ut 
locally, then carefully disassembled and 
packed into moving vans for transport 
to distant places. A recently completed 
large Paul Fritts instrument went to 
Notre Dame University! 

Board member Dan Warner has 
organized this entire event. Don't miss 
this unusual opportunity! Reservations 
will be required for lunch. Watch the 
October Pipeline. 

Nominating Committee 
hard at work ... 

Would YOU like to work on a team 
of a dozen great folks to help shape the 
direction for PSTOS as we move ahead 
in 200S? Attendance at monthly board 
meetings is important, but carpooling 
can likely be arranged. Contact Barbara 
Graham by phone at 206-525-7859 or 
by email atbxgraham@msn.com 
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Fox Theatre Opening Outstanding Event of 
First Day's Golden Jubilee Program 
From Spokane Daily Chronicle, September 2, 1931 

Foyer and Mezzanine Lounge Beautiful in Decorations of Silver, Gray-Green, Gold 

Five Hollywood stars, together with a 
score or more officials of Fox West Coast 
theatres, are in Spokane today for the 
formal opening of the new $1,000,000 
Fox showhouse here tomorrow evening. 

The theater opening is one of the 
outstanding events on the first day's 
program of Spokane's Golden Jubilee. 

The five stars arrived this morning. 
They are Anita Page, Mitzi Green, Victor 
McLaglen, El Brendel and George 
O'Brien. Miss Page represents the Metro
Goldwyn-Mayer studios, little 10-year-old 
Mitzi is from the Paramount lot, and the 
three men are from the Fox studios. 

The public probably will get its first 
glimpse of the screen luminaries tomor-
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row morning at the municipal airport, 
where they are expected to be on hand to 

greet Wiley Post and Harold Gatty, globe 
circling flyers coming here for the 
Golden Jubilee. 

BRENDEL IN PERSON 
Swede comedy went up 10 points or 

better when EI Brendel came to the 
movies. Tomorrow night at the open
ing of the new Fox Theatre, Spokane 
will see him in person. He is one of the 
five stars here for the Fox premiere. 
Brendel's biggest hit to date was in 
Just Imagine) a fantastic picture pre
suming to depict conditions on earth 
50 years from now. 

LARGE PAYROLL 
AT NEW THEATRE 

Approximately 65 persons will be 
employed regularly the year around at 
the new Fox Theatre. 

In addition, from 25 to 50 persons 
will be brought to Spokane every week 
with the Fanchon and Marco stage 
shows, bringing the total average 
payroll of the theatre here to about 
100. Included in the 65 or so that will ~ 
be on the job the year around are 18 
usherettes, five cashiers, doormen and 
office aides, projection room staff, 
stage crew, orchestra, engineers and 
janitors. 



Flashing, Fan-Shaped Grill Seen 

Splendor found in the central sunburst above the proscenium arch 
in the new Fox Theatre is reflected in the two organ grills flanking 
the stage opening. Old Egyptian art in modernistic treatment is seen 
in the flashing. fan-shaped grill 

BIG PIPE ORGAN HAS MANY STOPS 
The big pipe organ in the new Fox Theatre is equipped with 

several stops not usually found on such an instrument-stops 
that add to the effects possible to obtain. 

The added stops are four in number and include an English 
horn, solo string, tibia clausa and oboe horn, all eight feet in 
size. Additional swells also were installed, making for greater 
flexibility of expression. 

"As is true with almost every bit of equipment in the new 
theatre, the organ was built with installation at Spokane in 

-mind," said C.M. Balcom of Seattle, who supervised its installa
on. "It was the size of the Spokane house primarily that lead 

us to install the added stops and swells." 
"The installation has been well done," he said, "and the 

console has been so arranged to give easy control to the 
organist in selecting the added stops." 

PICTURES TO FILL FRONT OF STAGE 
Pictures that fill the entire stage proscenium of the new 

Fox Theatre will be possible with the Walker sound screen 
that forms a part of the equipment of the showhouse. 

The usual borders of the screen, operated by an electric 
device, may be thrown up and down and to each side so the 
screen may show magnascopic pictures. 

Larger Pictures. 
Customarily, the pictures thrown on the Fox screen will be 

approximately 23 by 36 feet, although that is somewhat 
larger than the screens in most theatres. However, when 
exceptional effects are desired, the screen may be enlarged to 
show a picture about 27 by 50 feet. 

Special lenses will be used to throw the photoplay on the 
screen, one for the regular size pictures, the other for the 
magnascopic effects. 

Recent experiments are said to have shown the Solex lens 
to be one of the finest yet devised for motion picture projec
tion, and for the first time in any theatre north of Los 
Angeles, the Solex lens is to be used in the new Spokane 
house. 

Two-Ton Screen. 
The sound horns will be attached directly to the screen. 

These bring the weight of the screen and its equipment up 
to more than two tons, yet, by the aid of a powerful motor, 
the entire outfit can be moved easily into the fly loft when
ever it is necessary to clear the way for stage presentation. 

You'll find more about Spokane's Fox Theatre 
at www.pstos.org.Click on 'N.W. Theatre 
Organ History: then on 'Washington,' scroll 
down to 'Spokane' and the 'Fox Theatre.' 

The Fox Theatre opened on Sept 3,1931 to a sold-out 
crowd of 1,400. According to some accounts, 20,000 
people crowded the streets to catch a glimpse of the stars 
on hand for the grand opening, including Western star 
George O'Brien, Anita Page and child star "Little Mitzi" 
Green. For its opening film, the Fox featured the world 
premiere of the love story "Merely Mary Ann," starring 
Janet Gaynor and Charles Farrell. 

A 3/13 Wurlitzer, originally from Tacoma's Colonial 
Theatre (Wurlitzer opus 263), was installed by Balcom & 
Vaughan. The organ remained in the theatre until 1961 
when it was purchased by an individual in California. 

The 69-year history of movies at the Fox ended Thurs
day September 21,2000 with a 7:00PM showing of 
"Gladiator," the final motion picture shown in the house 
prior to being refurbished for use by the Spokane Sym
phony. In its $1.2 million purchase agreement with Regal 
Cinemas, the Symphony agrees not to show movies for the 
next 20 years. -From the PSTOS website 
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Lost your name badge? 
Never had one? 
Yours getting tatty? 
Order a new one .... 

Send $2 to our PSTOS treasurer, 
Norman Miller 
2644 N.W. Esplanade 
Seattle, WA 98117-2527 

Be sure to tell him exactly how 
you wish you'r name to be spelled! 
Allow about two weeks, 

PUGET SOUND THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY 
Russ & Jo Ann Evans, Newsletter Editors 
6521 N.E. 191st 
Kenmore,WA 98028-3453 

Non-Profit Org. 
U. S. Postage ---
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Nearly a hundred members gathered for the PSTOS "Celebrate Summer Double 
Feature" event at Olympia and Yelm. Good music, good food, good fellowship! 
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< Bill Schumacher from 
Australia entertained 

> Andy helps 
Clyde Hunnicutt 

register the Robert Morton 

Photos courtesy of 
Tom Roughton-many thanks! 


