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RARE OPPORTUNITY! 
'~o See, hear and play the terrific Wurlitzer at 

Olympia's WASHINGTON CENTER 
• Hear ANDY CROW in a mini-program! 

• Take a turn during Open Console! 
10:30AM - 12:30PM 

Then drive the short distance to Yelm and ST. COLUMBAN CHURCH 
A where you'll be served the ChurchLadies' Famous Lunch at 1:00PM. 

V Hear and play Father Terence's outstanding Robert Morton 
• ANDY CROW will again entertain! 

• Enjoy another Open Console! 

i. fWtI ",null • fWtI mini-pftlgramG • A grea' Iunchl • AllltJr JUG' $'2/1 

Saturday, July 17th 
Reservations are a MUS." 

Please use tlte encloseel oreler form anel get your tickets now' 
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Listing of non-PSTOS events in the Pipeline 
PSTOS, upon request, will list non-conflicting non
PSTOS theatre organ events in the "Other Events" 
column of the two Pipelines immediately preceding 
the event, providing Pipeline editors receive sufficient 
prior wrrtten notificationVenue, artist, type of event, 
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cluded information. 

Advertising in the Pipeline 
Classified-type ads for member-owned electronic, 
electric, or pipe organs, and/or pipe organ parts, will 
be published at no charge. Please limit copy to in
clude brief description, contact name and phone num
ber. Prices will not be listed. Ads may be edited for 
content and length. Mail ad copy to address above. 
Other advertising is not accepted. 

Joining Puget Sound Theatre Organ Society ;s 
quick and easy! For a one year membership, send 
a $15 check payable to PSTOS together with your 
name(s) as you would like them to appear on your 
name badges, your address with complete 7-digit 
ZIP code, and your email address (optional) to: 

Norman Miller, Treasurer, 2644 NW Esplanade, 
Seattle,WA 98117-2527. 
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If a brief report on 
some of this month's 
board meeting topics 
is of interest, keep 
readlng. If not, the 
rest of The Pipeline is 
really interesting, so 
go for it! 

Our CD and Video 
Project committee is 
working on a video of 
Andy Crow taking 
viewers on a tour of Fr. Terrence's Robert 
Morton theatre organ. They are also 
working on a video at the Paramount that 
will be synchronized to a track laid down in 
the playback computer. This should really 
wow the Saturday morning tour groups 
and the school kids when they visit. 

There are no less than six organists and 
one orchestra who have contacted us 
seeking to perform on the Paramount 
Theatre's original installation Publix #1 
Wurlitzer. In addition to being the organ 
crew chief there, PSTOS Vice President 
Tom Blackwell is also serving on a volun
teer advisory board for the Theatre. This 
will all lead to more exciting programs for 
us at the Paramount in the future. 

The addition of a Clarinet rank to the 
club's Wurlitzer at Haller Lake is finally 
under way. Russ Evans has created a mini 
relay and switch stack to make this all work. 
When that job is done, he will lead the 
crew through a respecification of the stop 
list with the stop tabs laid out in a much 
more logical and easy to use manner. 

The last (we hope, for a long time) 
revision of the by-laws was completed and 
will be run through the word processor 
one more time. We plan to have copies 
available at our annual meeting in Decem
ber for anyone who would like a copy. This 
is the culmination of many, many hours of 
hard work by several of your board 
members, with Barbara Graham and 
Norman Miller taking the lead. 

There are major developments 
about the Rossevelt High School 
pipe organ! Watch for the full 
report in the July Pipeline! 

There were many more items covered, 
but we hope this update was interesting 
and informative. See you all in Olympia! 

-Clint Meadway 

Midsummer Double Feature! 
Andy Crow is spearheading a great day 
in Olympia andYelm.Arrive at Olympia's 
Wash. Center at 10:30 a.m. Hear Andy 
put the Wurlitzer through its paces, then 
give it a try yourself! Then at 12:30 it's 
on to Yelm to hear and play Father 
Terence's organ at St. Columban Church. 
When the famous dinner bell rings, enjoy 
the wonderful buffet lunch put on by the 
ladies of the church.A fun day for sure! 
Saturday, July 17. 

Dave 
Wickerham 
Program! 
We're 
excited to 
announce 
Dave is 
booked for a 
terrific organ 
pops 
program at 
Gig Harbor'·------' 
Wurlitzer 

Manor.A midwest U.S. organist, Dave has 
just completed a tour of Australia and 
N.Z. to rave reviews. 
Sunday, Sept. 12, 2004 

Pipe Organ Factory Tour 
Visit two local pipe organ shops and 
observe first hand what goes into 
creating a truly classic pipe organ! A fun 
day, visiting Pasi Organ Builders in Roy 
for a 2-hour tour, a lunch stop, and an 
afternoon visit to Paul Fritts & Co., in 
Tacoma. 
Saturday, October 9, begins at lOAM 

Fall Festival 
A big Autumn event at Haller Lake 
Community Club in North Seattle with 
the Chapter pipe organ. Theme ideas from 
the membership are welcome! In the past 
we've done Halloween, Oktoberfest, Fall 
Festival, White Elephant Auction, and others. 
Let us hear from you! Contaa any Board 
Member listed in column I on this page. 
Sun., Oct. 24 

Holiday Party/Annual Meeting 
Haller Lake Community Club, No. Seattle 
Sun., Dec. 5 



DANIEL GOLTZ, our PSTOS 
Scholarship recipient, checks in ... 

Dear PSTOS members, 
I thought that I should update you on 

the goings-on in College Place. 
My big news is that I have just gotten 

a church job! 
I am now 
organist at 
First Presby
terian 
Church in 
downtown 
Walla Walla. 
The organ is 
a 1915 E.M. 
Skinner of 
about 25(?) 
ranks and is a 
very service
able instrument. It is probably the nicest 
instrument in all of Walla Walla. It is said 
to be the only unaltered E.M. Skinner in 
~ original location this side of the 

ississippi, which is a claim that I am still 
trying to find a basis for! Nevertheless, it 
is still a very historic instrument. They 
are already allocating some funds in next 
year's budget to begin renovating the 
organ and have even talked of starting a 
recital series. The pay is very good, and I 
have two weeks paid vacation and three 
substitutes whenever I need them. It is a 
pretty cushy job and all of my classmates 
are jealous! 

Right now I am preparing for 
Musicfest Northwest in Spokane and a 
little later in Maya solo recital at the 
College. This is the program, which I will 
be playing entirely from memory: 

Tanz Toccata--Anton HeiHer 

Trio Sonata No 5 in C major--J.S. 
Bach 

Suite on Premier Tone from 1st Organ 
Book--Jacques Boyvin 

Symphony 2 in E minor (complete )-
Louis Vierne 

This is about an hour and a half's 
worth of music and over 100 pages (the 
Vierne alone is 52), and I have it com
pletely memorized! It should be a lot of 
fun. 

Something else that is exciting is that I 
might be able to attend the International 
Summer School in Haarlam, Holland for 
a couple of weeks this summer playing all 
of the historic instruments in the greater 
Amsterdam area. I really hope that I am 
able to do this as it would be a great 
opportunity for me. 

School is going very well, and like any 
student, I cannot wait to get out for 
summer! Oh well, everything in its time. 

Sincerely, Daniel Goltz 

Member Harry Harkness recalls 
his visits to the Seattle Orpheum 
Theatre •.. 
Hi Editors, 

"Pages from the Past" brought back 
some memories for me. I was at that 
auction at the Orpheum Theatre at least 
one of the days. But, before people 
started arriving that day I snooped 
around upstairs in that building and saw 
a small (18" x 10") chalkboard next to 
the door of one of the dressing rooms. In 
chalk was written Sammy Davis, Jr. Gosh, 
I wish I had pulled that off the wall and 
stuffed it under my coat. 

Think I was with Genny [Whitting] 
that day but not upstairs. The Wurlitzer, 
I think, went for about $4,000 and 
possibly to Bob Koons. I may be wrong 
about the winner. Sure wished it could 
have been me. (Ha) I had the chance to 
go in the theatre a few years before and 
tried my hand at the console. It was a 

Don't miss the final show of Haller Lake Community Club's 
silent film series on June 26 at 7pm .•• 
INTOLERANCE - D.W. Griffith masterfully weaves four stories of intolerance in 
~ this 1916 epic. 

aller Lake Community Club, 12579 Densmore Ave. N., Seattle 

Hear the Wurlitzer at West Seattle's Hokum Hall at every program 
this summer! For information and reservations: 
Phone (206) 937-3613 or email hokumhall@earthlink.net 

beautiful gold leaf but terribly out of 
tune. I didn't even get through one 
number, but the lift did work as I recall. 

The PST OS sure has been active as of 
late. Maybe someday ..... 

Warmest Regards, Harry Harkness 

Outstanding Slovak organist 
to perform in Seattle ... 

Dear Editors, 
FOR LOVERS OF SACRED MUSIC 

Organist Stanislav Surin from the 
Bratislava Philharmonic of the Slovak 
Republic in early May opened the 37th 
International Organ Festival of Morelia 
in Michoacan, Mexico. This June 6th, 
Stanislav will perform the Solemn Mass 
of Louis Vierne at the 8:30AM Mass at St. 
John the Evangelist Church and at the 
10:45AM worship service at University 
Temple United Methodist Church, both 
in Seattle. The combined choirs compris
ing some 45 singers will sing the mass 
with original Latin texts under the 
direction of David Di Fiore, Music 
Director of both churches. 

University Temple Methodist Church, 
1415 N. E. 43rd St., Seattle, 206=632-
5163 

St. John the Evangelist, 7900 1st Ave., 
N.W., Seattle, 206-782-2810 

Stanislav was very interested that I was 
a member of the Puget Sound Theater 
Organ Society. He mentioned that he 
first saw a theater organ in the home of 
David's friends in Seattle area [Russ & Jo 
Ann Evans). He was fascinated by the 
voicing and the pipes and the construc
tion. He has wonderful pictures of the 
pipes and organ. 

With warmest wishes, Jon Paul Bish 

CLOSING CHORD 
Rose Ramage 

1907 -2004 
Born in Austria, Rose played 

piano and organ from childhood, 
and later played in every Seattle 
Theatre that had an organ. She 
played the carillons at the World's 
Fair. After the death of her husband, 
she moved to Four Freedoms House 
and became part of the driving force 
of the musical programs there. She 
was a member of PSTOS for many 
years and will be missed. 
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An interesting article about restoration and preservation reprinted from a 1993 issue 
of the 5th Avenue Theatre's subscriber publication, An Evening at the Theatre 

By Terry Eagen 

CONSERVING A NATIONAL HISTORIC TREASURE 
IT'S ALL DONE WITH SMOKE AND MIRRORS: 

Actually, it takes paints and pigments, putty and elbow grease: 
Four years ago I was contracted by The 5th Avenue Theatre to 

take on the intensive and never-ending job of maintaining the 
restoration of this historic 67-year-old theatre [1993]. Since the 
$2.6 million renovation in 1980, The 5th Avenue Theatre is dedi
cated to the preservation of the facility as a national historic site 
and a community treasure. Since 1989, it has been the home of 
The 5th Avenue Musical Theatre Company, committed to pro
ducing and presenting the best in musical theatre entertainment. 
In its current incarnation, the theatre sees plenty of patron traffic 
with a 36,040 subscriber base. 

There are two vital aspects to the ongoing maintenance of the 
theatre's original level of grandeur: one is the desire to keep the 
original craftsmanship intact and the other is to keep it from dete
riorating. Since I have taken this job, the theatre has become my 
personal raison dJetre. What started out as a minor touch up job 
has become a major source of pride. I have a desire to share the 
pride of everyone involved with The 5th Avenue and to increase 
public awareness about the commitment we have to the building. 
I consider myself the theatre's conservator, not simply the facility's 
painter. 

The extreme care and the attention to the minutest of details 
with which The 5th Avenue was constructed has resulted in a 
near-daily increase in my appreciation for the facility. I am fasci
nated by the skills of the people who designed and built the the
atre in a mere 11 months. 

Today the most difficult part of keeping the theatre in mint 
condition is maintaining the intricate paint work. The theatre is 
modeled after three of ancient imperial China's finest shrines: the 
Imperial Palace's throne room in the Forbidden City, the Sum
mer Palace and the Temple of Heavenly Peace. The art of ancient 
Imperial China, so beautifully represented here, was highly sym
bolic with dragons as emblems of the Emperor and phoenix as 
the personal symbol of the Empress. Different colors signifY dif
ferent conditions and the elements: red-calamity and warfare, 
blue-rain, green-plague, gold-prosperity, black-floods. The 
entire spectrum of color is reflected in the murals, motifs and 
decorations on the walls and ceilings. Metallics of copper and multi
tones of bronze and gold present special challenges with the ef
fects of time causing shades to vary widely, from dull to shiny, 
brassy gold to antique bronze. It is important to me to determine 
and then match the original colors as accurately as possible. I use 
bronze powders and varnish, then mix in pigments to achieve a 
match to the aged tones. 

The Phantom of the Opera took three months to set up in the 
theatre, and I took advantage of the "dark" time, or time when 
the theatre was without an audience, to assemble scaffolding in 
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Terry Eagan,Theatre Conservato~ upholds the tradition of attention to detai l. 
Here he maintains relief plaster on the proscenium using wood carving 
chisels. Photo credit: Dant e Leonardi 

the lobby to get hard-to-reach areas. Sometimes we had to come 
in at night while the lobby was in use by the stage crew. Mike 
Church and his AM/PM maintenance crew helped me out. -------
took some time to arrive at the right combination of chemicals . 
wash the ceiling, but once we did it was incredible to witness the 
"Sistine Chapel effect," as simply washing the surfaces revealed 
the true rich colors under years oflayers of tobacco film. 



r 

Working on historic surfaces is touch-up 
on a grand scale. It is necessary to leave be
hind some of the original work untouched 
as an authentic reference. Since it is replica 
of something ancient to begin with, it's im
portant that the paint work should continue 
to look old without allowing us to be dis
tracted by flaws. I believe the overall effect 
of repainting should not alter this feeling of 
.antiquity or be changed in any way to reflect 
a personal style. I look for details covered up 
over the years, including missing stencils and 
correcting some touch-up jobs. Additionally, 
I make the beams and plaster carvings that 
are painted solid brown appear wood grain 
again. 

I also repair and duplicate the carved re
lief plaster ornaments using wood carving 
chisels and epoxy "body filler" putty from 
the auto trade for additional strength. My 
work is invisible when it's done correctly. 

When I work here, sometimes alone be
tween shows, I feel like I'm in good com
pany. Hundreds of hands have touched The 
5th Avenue theatre over the years and I have 

'~,::nty of time to wonder about those crafts-
.en as I copy a stencil or paint 2,100 plus 

armrests. The preservation of this theatre is a testimony to the 
heights of human achievement and experience that our grandpar
ents intended for us to enjoy and appreciate right here. 

ABOVE:The 5th Avenue crew and craftsmen put nnishing touches on the 
dome dragon in I 926.The dragon's whiskers measure 18 feet long with a 
depth of 8 feet.Today [ 1993J Terry Eagan, theatre Conservator; fuln lls the 
job of maintaining the exquisite details. Photo cred it: Theatre Archives. 

The 5th Avenue Theatre Wurlitzer 

A 41 18 "Special"Wurlitzer, Opus 1388, 
was installed in the 5th Avenue Theatre 
in 1926. Sadly it was whisked away to a 
California pizza parlor and although 
there are enthusiasts who would like to 
see an organ reinstalled, to date it has 
not happened. 
~or the full story of the "vanishing 5th 

lenue Theatre Wurlitzer" go to 
http://www.pstos.org/instruments/ 
walseattle/5th-ave.htm on the 
outstanding PSTOS website. 

A colorful PSTOS flag proudly flies on the 
50-foot flagpole at WURLITZER MANOR! 

Concert goers 
entering the foyer of 
Wurlitzer Manor for 
the Tony Fenelon 
concert were startled 
to find a huge flag 
sporting the PSTOS 
logo. Following the 
event, folks were 
invited to join 
Raymond and 
Barbara in a toast 
and festive official 
flag raising. The flag 
was hoisted high 
onto the 50-foot 
pole by Raymond as 
the crowd observed 
and cheered. Thanks 
Raymond and Barbara for your tremendous support! 
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Lost your PSTOS 
name badge? 
To order a replacement, send 
your request along with a check 
for $2 for each badge to 
Norman Miller 
2644 N. W. Esplanade 
Seattle, WA 98117-2527 

Please allow two to three weeks 
for processing. 
And PLEASE wear your 
badge to all PSTOS events! 

Tony Fenelon turned a 
near catastrophe into an 
award-winning event! 

Wurlitzer Manor was packed for 
Tony Fenelon's May 16th program 
when half an hour into the event, the 
lights blinked, the organ groaned, the 
blower ceased running, and everything 
abruptly stopped. 

It was all hands on deck- the 
Zollmans who installed and now care 
for the instrument, Dick Wilcox who 
originally conceived and built the home 
and organ, Raymond Lavine, owner of 
the home, Bob Zat, Russ Evans ... 

Meanwhile, Tony, trooper that he is, 

Comments received ... 
. . . There are not many, if any, artists 

who could have pulled off such a won
derful concert after the disaster that befell 
the organ, as Tony did .... -Shirley and 
Jim Clausen 

. .. Despite the organ problem, I think 
it might be the finest organ concert we've 
enjoyed. Tony proved that not only is he 
a great organist and pianist - he is a great 
entertainer .... -Roy and Peggy Williams 

Barbara and Raymond surprised Tony 
by presenting to him an award engraved 

"To Tony Fenelon, In Appreciation for 
Your Excellence in the Arts." (See inset.) 

They could not possibly have envisioned 
the unexpected events of the afternoon 

and the appropriateness ofthe award! 
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quickly re-stationed himself at the 
grand piano where he astounded 
everyone with the repertoire packed 
into those amazing fingers . After an 
outstanding half hour of concertos, 
Chopin, and other noteworthy rendi
tions' it was determined that a power 
surge had destroyed part of the 
Wurlitzer's control system. However, 
the playback system was unaffected. He 
had earlier prerecorded and saved to 
disk a number of organ tracks to be 
accompanied on the piano. The second 
half of the program consisted of these 
orchestral arrangements-Tony at the 
Wurlitzer accompanied by Tony at the 
grand piano! A fantastic duo! 

At the end of the program, after 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.s. Postage 

PAID 
Bothell,WA 

Permit #287 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

receiving several standing ovations in 
appreciation of both his musicianship 
and his positive handling of a potential 
disaster, he walked to the Wurlitzer 
console and gently caressed a few tabs, 
putting one down. He touched a key, 
and it spoke! He put down a few more 
tabs, touched a few more keys, and 
they spoke as well! He slid onto the 
bench, began experimenting, and ~ 

found the organ playable, but the 
preset combination action inoperable. 
He handset registrations for several 
magnificent Buddy Cole arrangements, 
and finished the program with a stirring 
American patriotic medley. 

Again, a standing ovation! And what 
a memorable day! Thank you, Tony! 


