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JAMIE SNELL, our own PSTOS past president, started 
piano lessons at 11 and Hammond organ lessons at 13. 
He got his first gig at 14 playing a Wurlitzer on Sunday 
afternoons at a roller rink in Alexandria, VA. Though he 
attended music school for a time, as a performer he is 
strictly a hobby ist. His favorite pastime is learning new 
jazz and Broadway standards on the piano and organ.
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With our own

JAMIE SNELL
at the organ

Old Fashioned Holiday Fun
Music and Grand Singalong

Admission covers 
cost of food, hall rental, 

janitorial service

ADMISSION   
Members $10  •  Non-Members $12  

Age 16 and under free

Welcome the season in a big way! 
Join your PSTOS friends for a special afternoon 
of favorite holiday music, singalongs, dessert, 

beverages, and merriment!

PLEASE help us plan food and beverages!  Let us know if you will attend and how many in your party
Email joann@pstos.org or phone 425-485-5465, leave message

DEADLINE for reservations—Friday, December 4

Drive directions —Parking both front and rear. Handicapped 
entry with parking and an elevator at rear of building.

Southbound I-5: Use Exit 175 onto N.E. 145th, turn right one block to 1st 
Ave. N.E. Left (south) continuing through N.E. 130th to N.E. 128th. Right 

on N.E. 128th a few blocks to Densmore. Left on Densmore, clubhouse 
is on the right. 
Northbound I-5: Use Exit 174 onto NE 130th St., turn left over freeway 
one long block to 1st Ave. N.E. Turn left (south) one block to 128th. 
Continue where underlined above.

Sunday, December 6, 2:00pm
1:00pm – Annual business meeting with election and 
installation of 2016 officers will precede the festivities

Haller Lake Community Club
12979 Densmore Ave. N • Seattle
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HOLIDAYS at HALLER —Our own 
JAMIE SNELL will headline the day 
with “Old Fashioned Christmas Fun, 
Music and Grand 
Singalong!”

Our annual PSTOS 
holiday celebration 
returns to HLCC with 
music, food, fun, and 
camaraderie.

Sun., December 6, 2 pm
Haller Lake Community Club

▲

Coming in

2016
March 6
SIMON GLEDHILL, CCA

May 15
KEN DOUBLE, CCA

July 17
PAUL QUARINO 
Merlyn Johnson home, Tacoma

September 11
DAVID GRAY, CCA

October 16
DAVE WICKERHAM, CCA

December 4
Holiday party, HLCC

2016 series
March 6— Simon Gledhill

Sponsored anonymously
May 15—Ken Double
Sponsored by Bob Zat 

September 11—David Gray
Sponsored by Gil Drynan

October 16—Dave Wickerham
Sponsored anonymously 

in memory of R. W. ‘Put’ Putney

PSTOS EVENT SPONSORS

Your $500 sponsorship is tax deductible.   
Contact Jon Beveridge at jon@pstos.org               
to become a sponsor. If you prefer to remain 
anonymous, just let Jon know.

Ted Cotrotsos
    Seattle

Chev Darling   
    Seattle

Jeffrey Greenwell    
    Lakewood

Curt Shriner    
    Everett

to these new
PSTOS members

A warm welcome

Message
PRESIDENT’S

Thank you to every-
one who responded to 
the survey sent to you 
in October. Thirty-four 
percent of the member-
ship responded, and we 
received good feedback 
that will be helpful in 
planning events for 
2017. Your hardworking programming 
committee already has the 2016 line-up 
finalized. 

If you have not responded and would 
like to but need the link, e-mail me at jeff@
pstos.org and I will send it to you again.  

Some highlights from the survey:
Jazz and Broadway standards was the 

top choice for type of music followed by 
music from recent shows.

68% of the respondents prefer Sundays 
for concerts and events. 

Haller Lake Community Club is the 
preference for social events followed closely 
by home events.

Many want to hear organists we have 
recently heard, organists we haven’t heard 
in a long time, or organists who have never 
played for PSTOS.

There are mixed feelings about adding 
variety to programs, such as instrumental-
ists, vocalists, etc. 

A few members indicated a desire to 
have an event at the Historic Everett 
Theatre. Although members have shown in 
the past an unwillingness to make the drive 
to Everett, we are now publicizing that 
theatre’s events, (see page 3) and PSTOS 
members are encouraged to attend.

In analyzing the survey results, the 
events that we plan are the types of events 
that most PSTOS members like to attend. 

We’re excited to welcome Wendell 
Brunk as head of a new Promotions and 
Outreach Committee. This committee will 
work to increase both membership and 
attendance at events. If you have expertise 
in publicity, have contacts with media, or 
know someone who does, your help is 
needed.

Please e-mail us at jeff@pstos.org 

  …Jeff Snyder, President

October survey results 
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The theatre celebrates its November 4, 
1901 grand opening with a film starring 
Lon Chaney, who actually performed at 
the theatre on November 4, 1911. 

Hunchback of Notre Dame,1923
In fifteenth century 
Paris, the brother of 
the archdeacon plots 
with the gypsy king 
to foment a peasant 
revolt. Meanwhile, a 
freakish hunchback 
falls in love with the 
gypsy queen.

Accompanied by 
SHARON STEARNS on the Kimball 
theatre pipe organ  

http://www.historiceveretttheatre.org/
speciality-movies/silent-movie-and-pipe-
organ

Fri., Nov. 6, 7:30 pm, doors open 6:30

Historic Everett Theatre
2911 Colby Ave, Everett, WA 98201

Historic Everett Theatre 
celebrates its original 1901 
grand opening Fri., Nov, 6th

NEWS from your Program Planners
BEHIND THE SCENES

By Susan Buchholz, photo by Sara Snell

Welcome to a new series of articles provided 
by the program planning team to let you know 
what happens at our meetings, what is involved 
in bringing concerts to you, whether or not each 
event pays for itself, and how you may help.

The planning team includes Jeff Snyder, 
JoAnn Evans, Jamie Snell, Bob Zat, Barb 
Graham, Bob Buchholz, Ray Harris and Susan 
Buchholz. 

The team meets most months to plan dates, 
artists, themes, and venues for the coming year. 

Armed with a rough schedule and a list of 
organists our members have said they’d enjoy 
hearing, the work begins. One team member 
usually accepts responsibility for a single event 
and contacts the organist, works out a date, 
fee, and travel and housing arrangements. It 
can take several months and numerous emails 
and phone calls to finalize all the details for just 
one concert! Often the original schedule must 
be adjusted to accommodate the organist’s 
availability. 

Multiply this effort by six to fill out an entire 
year’s calendar! 

The 2016 schedule is now in place and plan-
ning for 2017 will soon begin. 

Next comes the event itself. As each event 
draws near, additional volunteers are recruited 

to help with ticket sales, check-in for those on 
pre-paid lists, door attendants, refreshment set 
up, serving, and cleanup.  Other volunteers 
make sure the organ is tuned, moved into posi-
tion and ready, and then returned and secured 
after the concert. Volunteers make sure the 
venue is returned to its pre-concert state. 

We thank everyone who generously con-
tributes their time to make a concert a great 
event for all. We welcome more volunteers at 
the concerts. We love to hear “What can I do?”

Future columns will deal with the financial 
aspect of each concert. Do we always break even?  
Have additional contributions been received to 
help cover expenses for each concert?  

Find out next month. 
We welcome your feedback. Contact Susan 

Buchholz at susan@pstos.org

Coming—Did you know it costs between $1200 
and $2000 to present just one major concert? 

Program team at work. From left, Barb Graham, 
Jo Ann Evans, Bob Zat, Jamie Snell, Susan & Bob 
Buchholz. Missing: Ray Harris, Jeff Snyder

Haller Lake Wurlitzer news…the work continues…seven ranks and all percussions are wired, two ranks to go!

Original PSTOS volunteers posted this bit of 
humor on a chamber wall in 1969

Russ Evans has been wiring, wiring, wiring, 
since January

Closeup showing the tiny wires, each of which 
must be soldered in place

A peek at some of the challenges. At the 
bottom is excess original Wurlitzer cabling, 
all presently in use, but so old and fragile that 
there is no way to untangle it for fear of fraying 
and breaking. These are all very delicate cotton 
covered wires, still doing a job. Ultra care must 
be taken to avoid damage.

Ray Whelpley’s hand crafted 
Kinura switch stack

Photos taken October 28
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 Interesting theatre organ historyPAGES FROM THE PAST…

Many ATOS members may not know 
the name Andy Crow. For us longtime 
organ enthusiasts, Andy is a household 
name as a great member of the American 
team of organists who educated, perpetu-
ated and were ambassadors of the theatre 
organ as both a pipe and electronic 
instrument and its music to the general 
public for well over a half century.

A Santa Barbara native, Andy was 
introduced to the theatre organ at the 
Granada Theatre in that city by his organ 
teacher, Emma Lou Obrien. He began 
a musical career path with degrees from 
The University of Redlands and Universi-
ty of Southern California. While at USC 
in the mid 1950s, his classical organ les-
sons preceded George Wright’s classical 
lessons with Irene Robertson.

Andy was in the US Army Medical 
Corps stationed at Fort Lewis in between 
Olympia and Tacoma, Washington. 
During those years he developed friend-
ships with leading area classical and the-
atre organists leading to private teaching, 
concerts for local electronic retailers and 
various theatre organ equipped venues 
in the Puget Sound area. Following his 
discharge he moved to Olympia and 
taught music at the prestigious Anny 
Wright Academy (not a George relation) 
in Tacoma.

Through his involvement with the 
Puget Sound Chapter, which then 
encompassed Washington, Oregon and 
British Columbia, Andy met Dennis 
Hedberg, a young organ technician/en-
thusiast from Portland, Oregon. (Den-
nis is a subject for another story.) After 
Dennis experienced the George Wright 
midnight concerts at the San Francisco 
Fox Theatre, he and Andy decided to 
try their hand with a similar concert at 
Portland’s Oriental Theatre. The first 
concert was scheduled for Saturday, 
October 13, 1962. On October 12, the 
infamous Columbus Day storm attacked 
the Pacific Northwest, primarily Portland, 
with its hurricane force winds. Those 
winds removed several letters advertising 
the concert from the Oriental’s marquee. 
Dennis remembers chasing them down 
Grand Avenue.

I missed that concert as I was in a 
Seattle accordion tournament that same 
day. That concert was soon followed 
by another which was my introduction 
to Andy. He was and still is an absolute 
consummate musician. His very imagina-
tive music stylings combined certain ideas 
of George Wright, Buddy Cole, John 
Seng, Billy Nalle and great pop and jazz 
pianists. In addition, he played great tran-
scriptions. That was the first time I heard 
the William Tell Overture on an organ.

Something to Crow About…the Andy Crow story from the pen of Jonas Nordwall

Album cover of an Andy Crow LP

Soon Andy was hired by Rodgers Jen-
kins, a co-founder of the Rodgers Organ 
Company as the factory demonstrator. 
His predecessor was Don Baker, who had 
been hired away from Rodgers by the 
financial giant Conn Organ Company. 
Andy remained with Rodgers in a variety 
of capacities for many years. 

Dennis was hired by Rodgers in 
their engineering department in 1964. 
Very soon Howard Vollum, the 
co-founder of Tektronix and 
principal backer of the Rodgers 
Organ Company, had a special 
assignment for both Andy and 
Dennis. 

Howard’s wife, Jean, acquired 
the famed San Francisco Par-
amount 4/33 Wurlitzer as a 
birthday gift for her husband. 
Dennis and Andy supervised and 
executed the purchase, removal 
and installation of that organ into 
the newly constructed “organ 

house” on the estate.  This was the first 
mega organ as it was increased to 49 
ranks. This also was my first official job 
as an organ technician wiring the console 
combination system.

During the same time, in addition to 
playing the usual promotional concerts, 
Andy found himself the company’s care-
taker of their newest and most famous 
big name organist, Virgil Fox. Virgil had 
requested Rodgers to build a custom 
touring organ for his Columbia Artists 
Community Concerts presentations. 
(This was the height of analogue days!)

There is a book about Virgil contain-
ing almost accurate information about 
this time. I was there, the high school 
senior/freshman college kid witness to 
this great part of American organ history. 
I frequently would visit unannounced 
then-company president Rodgers Jen-
kins, chief engineer George Kirkwood, 
and custom organ engineer Dennis Hed-
berg at the plant instead of attending my 
less interesting liberal arts classes at the 
University of Portland. It was a time of 
great creativity, especially at lunch.

During this time, Andy was assigned 
to be the driver, set up person and 
caretaker of the custom Rodgers tour-
ing organ, called Black Beauty. This was 
Virgil’s most famous touring organ. This 
led to the Bill Graham “Heavy Organ” 
phenomenon.

Andy was the real key behind the 
early Rodgers Touring Organ program 
as he quickly became a trusted friend of 
Virgil’s and also was the intercessor be-
tween Virgil and many event promoters. 

The Virgil Fox “Black Beauty” touring organ
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ContinuedPAGES FROM THE PAST…
Something to Crow About…continued

Ted Alan Worth-Andy Crow Duo

Andy and the Olympic Theatre Wurlitzer

This proved to be a valuable asset for all 
parties.

With the success of Virgil and the 
Community Concert events, another 
organist, Ted Alan Worth, was added 
to the Columbia Artist touring roster. 
Ted was a Richard Purvis protégée who 
became an assistant to Virgil at the NYC 
Riverside Church. He was also a dynamic 
classical player and entertainer. A new 
stock model Rodgers American Classic 
organ was built for Ted called “Ameri-
can Beauty” to use for his Community 
Concert presentations. It was also used 
by Joyce Jones, another Columbia Artist 
organist.

The idea of opening up the organ’s 
musical spectrum was a Rodgers creation 
by introducing a duo organ concert 
featuring both classical and theatre 
organs. Andy became the musical partner 
with Ted for these concerts. Over the 
next 12 years they played over 360 
Worth-Crow Organ Duo concerts in the 
US and Canada, an unmatched record!

Andy’s interests shifted back to 
Olympia and Ted wanted to return to his 
native San Francisco where he became 
the Rodgers representative for many 
years. Andy was always very quiet about 
his financial affairs including buying the 
2/9 Wurlitzer in Olympia’s Olympic 
Theatre (which remained in place). He 
later acquired some major Olympia 
landmarks, both the Olympic and Capitol 
Theatres.

At the same time the burgeoning pipe 
organ pizza operations were taking off. 
The San Francisco Bay area pipe organ/
pizza king was Bill Breuer, a Seattle 
native. He expanded into the Puget 

Sound area with participation with his 
Puget Sound based sisters, Margaret 
and Betty. Their husbands became so 
enamored with the P & P business, they 
quit their jobs and opened Pizza & Pipes 
Restaurants with their wives respectively 
in Tacoma and Bellevue. 

Andy was a mainstay at both 
operations as his schedule allowed. Add 
that he was still playing concerts and 

silent movies for other promoters 
at the same time. He was on 
their staff until the closing of the 
restaurants in the 1990s. Note 
that Olympia is 30 miles south 
of Tacoma and 65 miles south of 
Bellevue. Except for Californians 
like my daughter-in-law who 
refers to those distances as 
“neighborhood jaunts,” driving 
those distances is a dedication to 
an art form. 

Andy is very modest about 
his contributions to the 
theatre organ world. His 2/9 
became the 3/24 Wurlitzer in 

Andy on the marquee of Tacoma Pizza & Pipes 

the Washington Center for the Arts 
which was donated to that facility. 
The unknown contribution to the 
Olympia community is his long standing 
membership in and musician for the 
Olympic Rotary Club. He received a 
special recognition in March 2015 for all 
his service over the years.

Then there is Andy the church organ-
ist. While at USC he was organist for 
Colton First Baptist Church. For over 30 
years, he served as the organist at Olym-
pia’s First United Methodist Church. As 
he is retired, I can tell the story of the 
music he improvised upon during the 
congregation’s self greeting moment of 
the service . . . “Talk to the Animals!” 
The Crow humor is always present.

Lastly, there is Andy the friend and 
supporter. Andy encouraged many young 
organists to seek their future playing 
the organ to the best of their ability. My 
first ATOS convention concert occurred 
because Andy was unable to perform 
and he and Rodgers Jenkins offered me 
that opportunity. There are many other 
organists of my generation who enjoyed 
Andy’s enthusiasm and encouragement. 
All of us are grateful for those gestures.

A special gathering honoring 
Andy was held by the Puget Sound 
Theatre Organ Society at Bill 
Keller’s home on Oct. 24.  Attended 
by a large host of Andy’s fans and 
friends, we were reminded of his 
selfless contributions to the music 
world. Andy inspired many a young 
organist such as myself to persevere 
the art form of the theatre organ by 
putting our best foot forward and 
most importantly to pass on our 
messages to future generations.

Andy at Tacoma Pizza & Pipes, 1992
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A recap in pictures of a wonderful afternoon of reminiscing and nostalgia that took place Saturday, October 24. Many thanks to 
Jamie Snell for organizing the memorable event, and to Bill Keller for welcoming about 45 PSTOS members and friends of Andy  
to his lovely home, and for providing refreshments for all. It was an unforgettable day. 

For our newer members who may not know Andy, please read Jonas Nordwall’s interesting article on pages four and five.

Andy proudly displays the framed 
PSTOS Lifetime Achievement Award 
presented by Jamie Snell

Bill Keller tells of his friendship 
with Andy as he welcomed 
guests to his home

Andy played many years at Dick & 
Margaret Daubert’s Tacoma Pizza & Pipes 
prior to its being destroyed by fire in 1999

Jonas Nordwall was one of several 
who played during the afternoon

Patti Simon-Zollman greets Jack & Betty 
Laffaw, of Bellevue Pizza & Pipes fame

Sharon Stearnes and Julius Szigeti

Dennis Hedberg greets Andy

Sharon Stearnes, one of the performers

Bob MacNeur and Andy

Ray Harris and Jonas Nordwall

Below, before playing for the audience, 
Patti talks about her friendship with Andy


